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From the Rector…           The Reverend Christopher Harrison 
 

The vast majority of churches in the Church of England are dedicated to one of the well-known 
saints, such as St Peter, St Paul, the Blessed Virgin Mary, St John, or St George.  Occasionally, 
however, we come across a less well-known saint, such as St Werburgh (an Anglo-Saxon 
princess who became the patron saint of Chester), St Edmund, King and Martyr (to which the 
church of Fenny Bentley in my last parish was dedicated), or St Leodegarius (otherwise known 
as St Leger, Bishop of Autun in France, after whom a church in Basford is named).  Such saints 
remind us of the splendid diversity of holy men and women who all played their part in the 
history of the Church and whose memory lives on, embedded not just in buildings but also in 
various traditions and customs associated with them. 
 
There are also saints who feature in the calendar of the Church about whom virtually nothing is known.   The 
medieval church in Norbury, Derbyshire, is dedicated to one of the best known saints, St Mary, as well as to one 
of the least well known, St Barlok; the Oxford Dictionary of Saints says starkly of the latter, ‘nothing is known 
about him’.  Travellers to Cornwall will be familiar with the large numbers of local saints whose names live on in 
various towns and villages even though their lives are often shrouded in mystery.  Even St Pancras, probably 
better known to most people as a rail terminus than as the patron saint of the neighbouring church from which 
the station takes its name, is known to historians only as a fourth century martyr whose death led to a notable cult 
centred on his body in a church on the Via Aurelia in Rome.   
 
The varying extent to which the lives of the saints are remembered is, at least to some degree, simply a result of 
more general historical processes.  The recording of past events has always been patchy and selective, and those 
people who were from more humble backgrounds are more likely to have been forgotten than those who had 
status, authority and wealth.   This is partly true in the history of the Church, but we must also remember that 
some of the saints of the Church were from very lowly backgrounds and are commemorated because their lives of 
holiness and service to God had nothing at all to do with worldly power or position. 
 
All Saints’ Day, which falls on 1st November, invites us to remember and give thanks for not only those saints 
whose names are recorded in the official lists of saints of the Church, but also in particular those holy men and 
women whose names and identities are now completely lost to us.  On this day, or the Sunday nearest to it, our 
own church of All Saints celebrates its Patronal festival. This is a reminder to the whole parish of all the godly 
people who have gone before us striving to live in accordance with the teachings of Christ, being his missionaries 
to the world and seeking to share the love, mercy and compassion of God to those around them.  All Saints’ Day 
also reminds us of the ancient origins of the word ‘saint’; in the Greek of the New Testament the same word 
(hagios) does not differentiate between a holy person and a saint (the same is true in modern Greek).  
 
On All Saints’ Day we also give thanks for the Communion of Saints, which includes the multitude of those who 
have moved from this earthly life into the greater and fuller life of heaven (the Church Triumphant) as well as 
those who continue here on earth as the Church Militant, contending against all that is not of God. In Catholic 
churches the Communion of Saints also includes the Church Penitent, those souls who have departed this life but 
are still in the process of redemption and have not yet attained the beatific vision of heaven.   These souls are 
commemorated on All Souls’ Day, November 2nd, although some churches extend this so that it becomes a more 
general thanksgiving for the departed. 
 
In November our worship focuses on remembrance perhaps more profoundly than at any other point in the 
liturgical year.   We also of course remember all those who gave their lives for this country in war, primarily in 
the two world wars but also in subsequent conflicts, not forgetting those from other countries who lost their lives 
as well as the wider need for peace and reconciliation in the many war-torn areas of the world today.  As 
November progresses, however, this spirit of remembrance will recede and be superseded by a new and 
anticipatory mood.  For Advent will soon be upon us, with its expectant promise of a new and wonderful birth, 
Emmanuel, God with us.    



Heritage Bid Update          Dorothy Mountford  
 

By the time this magazine goes to press the Lottery bid will have been submitted. Although the deadline is 
November 19th we have been advised by the Lottery to send the application as soon as it is completed. A large 
document with multiple attachments is apparently at risk of not arriving if left to the last minute; the new due 
date is 31st October. 
 

If receiving positive feedback on our project enquiry form, back in the spring, was scaling the foot hills- then the 
arrival of four tenders for the capital work on the roof from contractors meant we had arrived at base camp.  
Without this all-important figure we couldn’t move forward. To extend the Everest metaphor we now approach 
Base Camp 1, The Valley of Silence as we wait until March to hear whether or not we have been successful. At this 
point it is probably best to quietly drop the analogy although the team work necessary for such an ascent is well 
known. At St Peter’s we have a perfect example of people working together to support the attempt to gain the 
summit. Our congregation is made up of people with an amazing variety of gifts and talents which they have 
willingly shared. 
 

When Tony Brown, The Diocesan Giving and Funding Consultant came to give us support and advice recently he 
said that he was very impressed and, he admitted, not a little surprised with the distance travelled not least with 
our outreach proposals. 
 

Since the Horrid History day for year 6 at The Victoria School, which acted as very successful pilot for future 
days, with other year groups we have met with the year 5 teachers about our next event. This will take place in 
the spring term and we need help please. This is a much bigger year group and we need an additional guide. If 
you like children (these classes are aged between 9 and 10), are flexible and know your east from your west, do 
talk to me. The year 6 day was of course about stories, this day will be much more hands on. One of the activities 
will be to create the statues for the empty niches on either side of the west porch. Not life size I hasten to add. In 
order for 60 children to each make their own small model we need a large quantity of play dough making. If you 
have expertise in this area and think you can help, then you will be welcomed with open arms. 
 

Another exciting event has been the visit to our church by the three third year undergraduates from NTU who 
will be researching and creating the guidebook, which is one of our heritage outreach activities, under the 
guidance of Dr Duncan Grewcock of the department of History, Languages and Global Cultures. One of the final 
year modules is a Real-Life Work Project; in the case of Sophie, Melissa and Sida theirs will be based here. 
Finally, may we thank you for your prayers. To feel the support of the whole church has meant and continues to 
mean a lot to all who are involved in the work to protect the beautiful building we all love and to undertake the 
meaningful and exciting outreach work with a wide range of people from our city. 
 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Introducing…Liz Marsh, Ministry Assistant 
 
Now that I have been at St Peter’s and All Saints’ for a few weeks, I thought it might be a good 
moment to introduce myself in the parish magazine. 
 
I was born and grew up in Sutton, South London, where I regularly worshipped at a large 
Anglican church. When I finished school I took a year out, spending time in both Germany 
and India, before moving to Edinburgh to pursue a degree in theology. After graduating, I 
moved to Amsterdam to do a master’s, where the focus of my research was theological approaches to 
environmental and economic issues. I am considering applying for a PhD in this area in a couple of years, but for 
now am very happy to be taking a break from academia. 
 
I have very much enjoyed getting to know both the parish and the city of Nottingham in my short time here so far 
and I look forward to continuing to get involved with everything happening at St Peter’s and All Saints’. Thank 
you for making me feel so welcome! 

  



St Peter’s goes Off-Centre                 Dorothy Mountford 

The Off-Centre Nottingham’s Independent Photo Festival 
 

Launch: After a highly successful first edition in 2018, this event will officially 
launch the second edition of this city-wide festival to celebrate the local 
photographers who have been chosen to take part. 
Venue:   New Art Exchange, Gregory Boulevard  
On:        Saturday 16 November 2019  
Time:   2pm - 5pm 
Entry:   Free  
 

Preview NAE's presentation of the festival in our Central Gallery, meet the artists and enjoy a drinks reception 
with presentations by the event organisers. The aim of the festival is to promote and encourage creative 
photography from across the East Midlands. Nottingham(shire) has a rich photographic heritage, an abundance 
of talented local photographers and will showcase the work of local photographers. 
‘We aimed to exhibit work from a diverse range of the local photography community, from established editorial 
photographers to local youngsters who have never exhibited work before. We were mostly successful. We believe 
photography is an essential visual art to engage individuals. It can play a critical role in shaping civic and 
contemporary attitudes, initiate collaborative conversations, and change prevailing thoughts about our local 
environment and marginalised communities.’ 
 

St Peter’s and Off-Centre 
The first Off-Centre Festival took place in 2018 and was spread across 10 different venues. This year one of those 
Off- Centre Festivals venues will be St Peter’s Church. Jake Howe from The Nottingham Centre for Photography 
and Social Engagement will showcase work by 5 photographers from a range of different backgrounds, 
photography genres and exploring a broad range of different themes.  3 images from each artist will be displayed 
on the long wall of the south aisle.  The 15 framed photographs will be held in place by a commodity called 
Command Tape (Google it!) which ingeniously secures them to the walls without inflicting damage to the 
plasterwork. The exhibition will run from Saturday 16th November until Sunday 24th November. 
 

‘About the Exhibition’  
Venue: in St Peter’s Church  
On:  Tuesday 19th November there will be a talk with refreshments in St Peter’s Church  
Time: 6pm 
Entry: Free with refreshments  
Come and find out more about the exhibition displayed on the south wall of the south aisle in a talk about the 
artists and the images they have created. 
 

HeartEdge and Off-Centre 
If you feel that the name of this exhibition and its mission has an affinity with 
HeartEdge you would of course be spot on. Off -Centre and The Nottingham 
Centre for Photography and Social Engagement was founded by photographers 
who spent many years mentoring and supporting people interested in creativity 
and visual arts. Jagdish Patel, a founder member who will be part of our lottery 
outreach project with the homeless group, which meets in the St James’s Room on Wednesday mornings, has 
experience and skills to help the local community to bring about social change on issues such as racial disparity, 
mental well-being, gender equality, health and poverty.  
 

HeartEdge 
St Peter’s is part of a network of churches, initiated by St Martin-in-the-Fields, for those working at the heart of 
culture, community and commerce with those at the margins and on the edge We anticipate that this exhibition, 
like the ‘Glowing Older’ pictures in October and the performance of `Not Just Fish and Ships’ in July will bring 
many more visitors into our church:  locals  who have passed by a thousand times but never come in, people who 
will come and look and leave, others whose attention will be caught by the calm and tranquility of this ancient 
building, some who will come again, will light a candle, maybe stop and pray. 

  



CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

Sunday 3rd   
Kept as All Saints’ 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 

5.00pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
The Church Choir is in residence at Worcester 
Cathedral this weekend 

Gospel Choir Rehearsal 
Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
Bonfire Party 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s  
 
 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

Monday 4th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 
Tuesday 5h  10.00am 

10.30am 
 

1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Community Coffee morning 
Places of Welcome 

Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 
 

St Peter’s 

Wednesday 6th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Thursday 7th  9.00am 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 8th    9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 10th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
Remembrance Sunday 9.45am 

10.30am 
Family Service 
Sung Eucharist 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

 10.45am 
 

Service of Remembrance* 
Responses  Radcliffe  
Greater love  Ireland 

St Peter’s 
 

 5.00pm Requiem Eucharist* 
Requiem  Duruflé  

St Peter’s 

Monday 11th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 12th   10.00am 
10.30am 
 

1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Community Coffee morning 
Places of Welcome 

Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 
 

St Peter’s 

Wednesday 13th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 14th  
 

9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 15th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Saturday 16th  10.30am Mothers’ Union Meeting All Saints’ 

Sunday 17th      
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
 

5.00pm 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist* 
Kyrie & Agnus Dei 'Sancti Johannes de Deo'  
Haydn  
Ave verum  Mozart  

Gospel Choir Rehearsal 
Taizé Service 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 

All Saints’ 
St Peters’  

Monday 18th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 



Tuesday 19th  10.00am 
10.30am 
 

1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Community Coffee morning 
Places of Welcome 

Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 
 

St Peter’s 
Wednesday 20th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 21st  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 22nd  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Sunday 24th  
Christ the King 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist* 
Kyrie & Agnus Dei (Messe Solennelle)  Vierne  
Tantum ergo  de Severac 

Compline* 
Te lucis ante terminum Tallis  
Kyrie in F  Darke 
'Dorian' Nunc dimittis  Tallis  
Salve regina 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 25th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 
Tuesday 26th  10.00am 

10.30am 
 

1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Community Coffee morning 
Places of Welcome 

Holy Communion  

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 
 

St Peter’s 

Wednesday 27th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Thursday 28th  9.00am 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 29th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 1st December 8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist* 
Advent Vespers* 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

 
 
 

Duruflé Requiem on 10th November                  Peter Siepmann 
 

The Requiem Eucharist at 5pm on Remembrance Sunday will be sung to the iconic setting by Maurice Duruflé.  
Duruflé became titular organist of St-Étienne-du-Mont in Paris in 1929, a position he held for the rest of his life.  In 
1947, he was working on a suite of pieces for organ based on the Gregorian chants for the Requiem Mass, when he 
was commissioned by his publisher Durand to write a large-scale work based on those texts. The resulting 
Requiem, originally for orchestra and chorus, but often performed in the composer’s own version for choir and 
organ, is the culmination of Duruflé’s style, mixing chant, quasi-Renaissance counterpoint, and sumptuous 
harmony derived from Fauré, Debussy, and Ravel.  Duruflé’s wife has said that while composing his Requiem, 
which is dedicated to the memory of his father, Duruflé “cried several times”; it is indeed one of the most moving 
religious works of the twentieth century.  Do come and experience it! 

  



Community environmental initiative: Back to basics         Steph Lax 
 

 

In my last article I made a flippant comment about environmentally friendly options rarely being cheaper. On 
reflection it was a ridiculous and ignorant thing to say when something like the top richest 5% 
worldwide are responsible for 95% of carbon emissions (yep, that includes most people reading 
this). So, for those of us who have the luxury of choice in how big our footprint can be, I just 
thought I’d list a few common sensical places we can cut back on both carbon AND money on a 
day-to-day basis in case it flicks a switch, literally and figuratively, for anyone: 
 

1. Eat less meat and dairy (expensive parts of the food shop and with huge carbon footprints). 
 

2. Switch lights off in rooms you’re not using. 
 

3. Make use of natural light to see by in the day. 
 

4. Close curtains at night and when you’re out to keep the keep the heat in, ideally having fleece-lined them for 
maximum effect. Line them with something pale and it’ll work to keep the heat out in the summer too. 
 

5. Turn your heating down. Have you tried turning your thermostat down by just a degree? Can you honestly say 
it makes much difference? Is it so bad to put an extra layer on? 
 

6. Turn your car engine off when you’re stationary. I have some sympathy when you’re stuck in a car in extreme 
heat or cold weather, but I walk past idling cars outside my son’s school every day regardless of the temperature, 
it’s crazy. 
 

7. Turn off equipment you’re not using, e.g. don’t leave the TV on standby. 
 

8. Wash at 30°. We have on rare occasions struggled to get things soiled by very young children clean by washing 
at a lower temperature, but otherwise it really does work! 
 

9. Save water. Even water has a carbon footprint, and our water supplies are overstretched anyway regardless of 
the weather. Turn taps off when you brush your teeth or between pots. Fix leaky taps. Only boil what you need. 
Take shorter showers. Wait for a full load before running your washing machine or dishwasher (or do your 
washing up in one go). Use a dual flush if you have the option. Eat less meat and dairy (again; huge amounts of 
water are used to rear livestock) and reduce food waste. Steam veggies rather than boil in several different pots. 
Water your garden first thing in the morning or last thing in the evening to minimise evaporation (having caught 
water in a water butt or used your washing up water). Appreciate that water is precious. 
 

Then there are other not so much day-to-day things like staycation versus overseas travel; obviously the costs 
vary depending on your individual choices, but the carbon footprint associated with air travel is huge. Also, 
reductions in how frequently you buy clothes, change your car, redecorate your house etc., will all have an impact 
on both your carbon footprint and your wallet! 
 

The thing with all the things I’ve mentioned is that they fall under ‘Reduce’ in the ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle […]' 
phrase; the first one in the hierarchy, the ideal. If you buy something and you choose ‘green’ you’ll probably end 
up paying more. If you question whether you really need the thing (or as much of it) in the first place, and 
conclude that you don’t, then you’ll help the planet far more and pay far less! 
 

Recycling at St Peter’s (under the green table at the back of church): 
 

• Foil (metal foil/foil trays only, not silver plastic film or foil coated plastic e.g. tablet packs) 

• Plastic bottle tops 

• Dental stuff (toothbrushes, paste tubes and packaging, but not toothpaste pumps, bamboo brushes or 
electronic toothbrush heads). If you use an electric toothbrush and fancy trying recyclable toothbrush 
heads have a look on www.livecoco.com 

• Baby food pouches 
 
We could do with more helping hands, particularly volunteers to help sort and take away the coffee room 
recycling, and also people who come from Erewash to help take metal foil. Please ask or email 
caringforourcommonhome@nottinghamchurches.org, or just take a bag away with you! 
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Things to do online or in person 
 

• Visit The Good Weigh Zero Waste Store, recently opened on Trent Boulevard in Lady Bay; they have a 
great range of things to buy 'loose': oils, vinegars, conditioners, detergent, flour, sugars, sweets and lots 
more. Apparently they have a peanut butter machine so can’t wait to visit with the kids! 

• Visit the Conscious Christmas Gift Market at The Malt Cross, 24th November 2019, 12-6pm. 

• Visit Keyworth Abundance to take your surplus home growth fruit and veg or buy what others have 
grown (facebook.com/ExChangingrooms). 

• Visit Hooks Farm milk vending machine (Draycott Road, Borrowash) open daily 7:30am-9pm. 

• Recycle old pots and pans at Sainsbury’s in Beeston. 

• Recycle batteries at Carlton Hill Library. Attend a tree planting event 
http://www.forestryengland.uk/forest-event/events-sence-valley/create-the-forest-our-future-tree-
planting-event. Calculate your footprint and choose how you can carbon offset at 
www.carbonfootprint.com. Download Ecosia as your search engine to plant trees (www.ecosia.org). 
Petition the UK government on trade talks with Brazil: https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/page/s/uk-
government-no-trade-deal-with-brazil-until-the-amazon-fires-are-out. More ideas? Try 
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/60-actions-help-tackle-climate-change. 

 
Want to comment but not online? Please drop a note to Stephanie Lax c/o the Parish Office. 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

HeartEdge                  Liz Marsh 
 

In the first week of October, I travelled to Edinburgh to represent St Peter’s and All Saints at the annual 
HeartEdge conference. Started by the congregation at St Martin in the Fields, HeartEdge is an ecumnical network 
of churches across the UK (and beyond) that aims to support its members in developing their activities in four key 
areas: commerce (generating finance via enterprise), culture (reimagining the Christian narrative for the present  
day through art, music and performance) , congregation (liturgy and worship) and compassion (addressing social 
need). In all of these areas, HeartEdge aims to enable churches to be at the heart of their local community while 
also standing with and serving the marginalised and those on the edge of society. 
 

The conference provided an opportunity to reflect both theologically and more practically about how churches 
can work effectively in these areas and what it means to serve others with both dignity and compassion, as well as 
to meet church leaders who share a similar vision, even as they work in very different contexts.  
 

Over the course of two days, I attended numerous talks and workshops. In the evenings, a local church hosted the 
Chalmers Lectures, which were given by Sam Wells, vicar of St Martin in the Fields, and were an unofficial part of 
the conference programme. This left me with plenty to think about, certainly too much to write about here, so I 
have summarised a few of my thoughts about what was presented and discussed. 
 

One idea that came up repeatedly, both at the conference and the evening lectures, was the importance of not 
serving marginalised or struggling people in a way that sees them as having problems that must be solved; 
instead we must learn to recognise their gifts as well as their difficulties and come alongside them, joining them 
on their journey. In this way, we find that we also receive from and are changed through our relationship with 
those we seek to serve. This means that there is not simply an ‘us’ that serves and a ‘them’ that receives our 
service, but rather a relationship of mutual exchange.  
 

The conference also offered an opportunity to hear about the kinds of ministry that other churches have been 
engaged in in their communities. To give a couple of examples, one church in rural Scotland took over the village 
pub to stop it closing, thereby preserving a space that was central to community life and a church in central 
London had set up a gym for people with disabilities, as well as opening a community cafe. Both churches saw 
this as an important part of their ministry alongside the more traditional church activities of prayer and regular 
services. What was noticeable here and in the other examples of ministry that were shared was the great 
differences in the way that different churches minister in their local contexts, depending on the needs and 
resources of their communities: what is clearly the right thing for one church to do will not be right to another. I 
found hearing these stories to be both encouraging and inspiring: it served as a useful reminder that there is no 
one right way to do things, but instead every church has unique gifts and challenges to work with. 



Prayers for October                Reverend James Saxton 
 

November is associated with remembrance – and remembrance is a profound theological word; Christ took bread 
and wine, and said that this could be used in remembrance of Him – of his Passion and Resurrection and 
Ascension – and what he did on behalf of all people, for humanity. 
 

November is a time to remember All Saints, All Souls – and there is Remembrance Sunday – and the profundity 
of all those days, resonates for all of us, in different ways, experientially, spiritually and theologically. 
 

Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of war: 
For the injured and the disabled and the scarred, and for those whose faith in God and in humanity has been 
weakened and marred or destroyed in some way. 
For the homeless and the refugees, 
For those who are hungry, 
And for all who have lost livelihood and security. 
For those who mourn their dead, those who have lost husband or wife, children or parents, 
And especially for those who have no hope in Christ to sustain them in their grief. 
 

And we pray for those of other faiths who gave their life in war, for those whose sacrifice is known by other 
communities, and pray in their own ways to their God and in their spirituality, and remember. 
 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, infinite in wisdom, love and ultimate concern, have compassion on those for 
whom we pray; and help us to use all 
Suffering in the cause of your kingdom, through him who gave himself for us on the cross, in all innocence and 
vulnerability. 
 

Gracious Father, 
We pray for the peace of the world: 
For all national leaders, 
That they may have wisdom to know and courage to do what is right; 
For all women and men, that their hearts may be turned to the God who is of righteousness and of truth, 
For those who are working to improve international relationships, 
That they may find the true way of reconciliation; and a way that leads to consolation. 
 

Give us courage, Creator God, to stand up and be counted, to stand up for others, who cannot stand up for 
themselves.  At the end of days let us know, and help us to understand that we need to work with integrity, for 
the peace of the world and for the good of the world. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

Mothers’ Union 
 

16th November 
Mothers’ Union Meeting at All Saints’ 
10.00 for 10.30am.  
Speaker: Amy Fines, All Saints’ 
 

2nd December 
Archdeaconry Meeting at St Jude's Church Hall, Mapperley 
10.00 for 10.30am. 
 

  
 

Magazine contributions are welcomed by 20th of the month to Adele Siepmann: 

office@nottinghamchurches.org 

If you don’t have access to email, hand written pieces will be accepted! 

Please note that it may not be possible to include all submissions 

mailto:office@nottinghamchurches.org
mailto:office@nottinghamchurches.org


“Faith seeking understanding”: the new altar frontal at All Saints’                       
Clarence Rickards 

Once we had concluded that a green frontal for the nave altar for use in 
the period between Epiphany and Lent and in the long Trinity season 
would be both useful and necessary, the question arose of what kind of 
design?  I suggested to the Rector something around the theme of “faith 
seeking understanding”.  It seems to me that this phrase sums up a great 
part of what we try to do in the parish in ways thoughtful, practical and 
authentic.  Perhaps more importantly it is an idea deeply ingrained in 
the approach of the Church in England, dating back to the works of the 
most distinguished Archbishop of Canterbury, St Anselm (1033-1109). 
 

Anselm was born in northern Italy at Aosta and as a young man travelled as a wandering scholar, eventually 
reaching Bec in Normandy in 1059.  Here he settled, becoming a Benedictine monk.  It is east to see why, as 
monasteries were major centres of learning – though this was changing – and monks were among the best 
educated.  The abbey at Bec, under its Prior Lanfranc who was, like Anselm, Italian by birth, was renowned for its 
education in theology and philosophy.  At this time the distinction between the sacred and the secular, faith and 
reason, theology and philosophy was only just beginning to emerge.  Like Augustine before him, Anselm put his 
written thoughts into the context of addresses, prayers, and meditations to God. 
 

In 1070 Lanfranc became the first Norman Archbishop of Canterbury and Anselm became Prior and then Abbot 
of Bec, continuing his teaching and writing; he cared less for the administration that came with these 
‘promotions’.   Worse, Lanfranc died in 1089 and in 1093 Anselm, on a visit to England, found he had been 
appointed Archbishop.  He once wrote to a friendly Abbess that he felt so harassed by the Archbishop that he 
would give it up but for the guilt this would cause.  The administration was bad enough but Anselm was 
involved in a Europe wide dispute between secular rulers and the Church about who had the right to invest 
Bishops.  Anselm had to side with the Church against both William Rufus and Henry I and went into exile in 
1097-1100 and again in 1103-1107. 
 

In all these difficult times Anselm continued with his writing, producing two important works.  ‘Cur deus homo’ 
(Why God became man) deals with the atonement and ‘On the procession of the Holy Spirit’ was a subject that 
divided the Church, East against West.  When Anselm returned to England in 1107 he was in failing health but 
writing one work and planning another when he died on 21st April 1109, the day before Maundy Thursday that 
year. 
 

Anselm, as a monk, a teacher and a pastor was firmly part of the Christian community and this governed the way 
he tackled theological and philosophical questions.  ‘Credo ut intelligam’, he wrote, ‘I believe that I might understand’. 
Our modern thinking tends to work the other way; we believe what can be proved by deduction or experiment, 
and everything else is a matter of opinion.  For Anselm, faith was fundamental; if, in understanding the faith, he 
came up against limits, faith remained.  However, he did not set limits in advance; Anselm was no anti-
intellectual.  He tells us that at Bec he had taught his brethren that God’s existence can be shown by degrees of 
perfection.  We can recognise that people and things possess varying degrees of goodness, wisdom, beauty and so 
on.  If we recognise this in our limited lives it must be that what we recognise is derived from absolute goodness, 
wisdom etc.  This is God, the ultimate cause and perfection of all attributes.   
 

Nonetheless, Anselm and his pupils were not satisfied.  He spent much time and energy looking for one single 
argument that would in itself show that God exists and that God fulfils what Christians believe about him.  
Although he thought of giving up several times, he persisted until, almost accidentally, he found what he sought.  
If we define God as “that than which a greater cannot be conceived” – or thought of – and even the fool in the 
Psalms who says there is no God could accept this, then God must exist.  To exist in reality must be greater than a 
mental conception; to accept Anselm’s definition is to conceive of God as defined, and so by definition it is a 
greater thing to exist than to be conceived of.  Anselm originally wanted to call his work “Fides quarens intellectum’ 
- faith seeking understanding.   Faith seeks understanding but our faith and understanding are both matters for 
gratitude not for satisfaction. 
 

I am grateful to our Rector, Christopher, for his giving time to coordinate matters with the designer Juliet Hemingray Church 
Vestments and to colleagues at All Saints’ for discussion of designs.                                                                
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Regular Activities in our Churches 
 

For regular services, see the calendar pages in this magazine 

All Saints’ 
 

• Community Coffee Morning (part of the Places of Welcome network):  
Tuesdays from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Women of Faith activities and lunch, first Thursday of every month from 11.00 am – 
1.30 pm 

• Mothers’ Union:  Third Saturday of every month, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

• The All Saints’ Drama Club meets from time to time to prepare and present short 
dramatic items 

• Series of ‘Saturday Matinee’ film showings take place at 2.00 pm from time to time 

• The Nottingham University Society of Change Ringers (Bell Ringers):   
Tuesdays in term time, 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

• The Nottingham Enlightening Word Church (Chinese) meets in All Saints’ Church on 
Sundays from 2.00 - 4.00 pm and on Friday evenings from 7.30 pm. 

• The Bridge Community Gospel Choir meets for rehearsals on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of 
each month from 5.00-6.30pm. 

 

St Peter’s: 
 

• Rough Sleepers’ Drop-in:  Mondays (women only) from 10.30am – 12noon;  
Wednesdays from 11.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Gateway Drop-in for anyone with particular mental health needs:   
Wednesdays from 1.30 – 3.30 pm 

• The Thursday communion service at 11.00 is followed by coffee and fellowship 

• Bible Study group:  Thursdays from 12.15 – 1.00 pm 

• St Peter’s Bell Ringers:  Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
 

The Parish Overseas Committee meets every other month; the Caring for our Common 
Home working group also meets on a regular basis.  Please contact the Rector if you would 
like to know more about these.  Our churches also support the work of the Mount Zion 
foodbank at Bobbers Mill; collection boxes for gifts of food are available in the churches. 
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